It is my pleasure to be here in Qingdao at the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Institute of Oceanology with all of the distinguished scientists and honored guests present here this evening to honor Professor Liu Rui-yu (J. Y.). The President of The Crustacean Society, Professor Jeff Shields, is currently in Chile, but he extends his best wishes to Prof. Liu, and his friends and colleagues here on this memorable day. As a result, Prof. Shields has delegated me, a member of the Executive Board of The Crustacean Society, the distinct honor to present in the name of the society the Excellence in Research Award. This honor is only given periodically, and only to the most distinguished recipients nominated to The Crustacean Society Awards Committee. We are presenting this today in recognition of the long and distinguished career in carcinology of Professor Liu, who has had a remarkable history as a marine biologist and a forceful advocate for the study of crustacean biology.
First of all, Prof. Liu has been a prolific writer, publishing more than 160 scientific papers and 11 monographs relevant to the biology of crustaceans. His first paper was published in 1949, his first book in 1955, and these have formed a key resource for students of crustaceans. Furthermore, Prof. Liu has been a pioneer in the study of the ecological barriers created between the China Sea and the cold water mass of the Yellow Sea, and this research was critical in distinguishing the species distribution patterns of organisms of those regions and will become very important in future discussions of global climate change in the East Pacific region and eastern China.
Most recently, Prof. Liu and his colleagues have been working to record the biodiversity and zoogeography of the major groups present in the Chinese crustacean fauna, including: the true shrimps, as well as bay shrimps, mysids, mantis shrimps, and barnacles. These contributions are appearing as volumes of the Fauna Sinica (Liu and Wang, 2000; Liu and Ren, 2007; Li et al., 2007) and have great import for systematic biology in that region of the world.
During the last two decades, Prof. Liu has also integrated his vast knowledge towards natural resource management. These efforts have expanded beyond crustaceans to include other important marine species. Throughout much of the 1980s, Prof. Liu was a member of the ''National Coastal Zone and Beach Resources Survey'' and as head of the Marine Biology Section spearheaded studies of coastline oceanography with the intent of increasing and improving resource management and enhancement. These efforts have stimulated socio-economic development, particularly in regard to ocean-farming and sea-ranching. His efforts in shrimp population management through the restocking of juveniles served as the foundation for national programs to enhance shrimp harvests.
Prof. Liu's work as a conservation biologist with the Biodiversity Working Group of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and Development involves documentation of both biodiversity and the status of threatened species of China. These efforts have resulted in the ''Species Red List'' that identifies endangered and threatened species of China. Hopefully, these efforts will help to slow or reverse some of the potential losses of valuable Chinese species.
Of special note is Prof. Liu's effort as a key member of many international initiatives to bring the science of marine biology to the forefront of government discussions. These include being a delegate to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations, and being a key ambassador in aquaculture and fishery sciences between China, Korea, and Japan, as well as the United States.
Finally, one cannot overlook his critical role in the foundation of the Chinese Crustacean Society and his central position in the development of the Institute of Oceanology. In these regards, he has clearly made a mark on crustacean studies that extends far beyond the borders of the People's Republic of China. The Institute and its staff will be serving as hosts for the upcoming International Crustacean Congress in Qingdao in 2010. Truly, Prof. Liu's had, and continues to have, a most distinguished career.
Hence, on behalf of The Crustacean Society, its Executive Committee, the Regional Governors, and general membership, I wish to congratulate Prof. Liu Rui-yu and present to him our Award for Research Excellence. He will now join a distinguished list of international scholars and carcinologists who have previously received this honor.
